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PART SEVEN OF SEVENTEEN OF LIFE AND DEATH 

This story takes place approximately forty-three years after the events in the motion picture Aliens (and just 
over a year after the events in the Fire and Stone story cycle). 

A squad of Colonial Marines and two survivors from an ill-fated (and illegal) commercial expedition escaped an 
attack by alien hunters known as Predators by fleeing the planet Tartarus (LV-797) aboard a commandeered 
spaceship of unknown origin. Believing themselves safe, the humans discovered their mistake when the pilot 
of the craft—one of the mysterious alien entities known as Engineers—awoke and changed the ship’s course 
for LV-223. 

While the rest of the marine contingent struggled to keep up with the alien vessel in their own ship, the 
Hasdrubal, those trapped onboard with the Engineer hid within the alien ship’s vast interior. 

Once on the new planet, the humans almost immediately encountered the xenomorph terrors that resided 
there, only to be saved by the survivors of a previous mission—and their Predator companion, “Ahab.” But 
saved does not necessarily mean safe ... 
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^ LIKE I TOLP ^ 
yOU, 4H/40'5 PRETTY 
P/4RN H/^NPy TO 
^ H/4V5 4ROUNP. ^ 


you 

NAME? 

HI/VI? 


^ 5URB, KINPd ^ 
MAKB5 HIM 5££M 
. ERIENPLIER. . 


BUT 

youvB 
SEEN TH5 
8U<35 THI5 
WORLP 15 
0R4WLIN6 , 
WITH. 


4H4B 

TO HUNT--/4NP 
LOV55 HUNTING, 
8U£5. 















































THIS IS 
HOMS. 


w H<PW LON3 ^ 
H4Vg you 555/V 
HgRg, CAPTAIN 
v POSTSR? > 


TOO 

LQN&, M R. 
/MgLVILLg. 


4NP THgRg 
4Rg JU5T THg 
^<2^/? <PF y<PU, 
. C4PT4IN? . 


r Fivg./Mg, 
<34L<3a JILL, 
CHRI5, ANO 
^ 4H4B. , 



r <34L<3iP? ^ 

Lg4P THg W4y. 
/M4Kg THg rW’/IF’ 
SYSTEMS SAPS 
TO CLSAR O UR , 
V R<PUTg IN. ^ 


r FINI5H 0FF ~ 
ANYTHING IN THg 
TR4P5 THAT'S STILL 
V 4LIVg. ^ 



r 4H46 ^ 

HgLPgP U5 
CONSTRUCT THg 
FORTIFICATIONS. 
HS'S GOOD AT t 
V TR4P5. j 


otComic.net 










































r YOU'RE A 
THE ONLY 
SURVIVORS 
OF VOUR 
./MISSION? y 


WE 04/Me HERE 
TO RECOVER 4 PREVIOUS 
/MISSION. FOUNP THE ENGINEER 
SITE 4NP 4 PL4NET OVERRUN . 
WITH BUSS. 


TH4T'S 

RISHT. 


OUR EXIT ^ 
-'Mr OPTIONS REPUOEP 
■ TO Zf.RO>. SURVIV4L 
H4S BEOO/ME OUR 
IV ONLY PATH. ^ 





VOUR TURN- 
SERVANT 
^ R<PTH. ^ 


^ WH/4T ^ 
H/4PPBNBP TO 
y^UR 5HIP?. 


^ 5HIP5; > 
PLURAL. ALL 
v 4<P577 > 


' UPN<3 5TORy. N 
BOTTOM LINZ 15, 
WB'RB STUCK 
V HERS. V 


r WB WBRB ^ 

peput/bp to 

LV-7A7. A POLICE 
V 4£TI0N. v 


r WE F<PUNP /A ^ 
XENOTECH SHIP, 
BUT OWNERSHIP 
BtCAMB A AWTTBR 
. <PF PI5PUTE , 
W WITH... 




^ ...WITH ^ 
CREATURES 
LIKE 4H4B. v 

























































































' MY PARTY ' 
\NA5 AQOARO THE 
XEN0TECH SHIP 
. WHEN A... , 


...WH4T 
PIP YOU CALL 
THE M? . 


WHEN <PNE 
<PF THOSE 
W<PKE UP, 4NP 
8R(PU(3HT THE 
SHIP HERE. . 


x OUR X 

' VESSEL WILL BE 
IN PURSUIT. C4PT4IN 
PA&BT WON'T <SIVE 
UP <PN US. TH/IT'S WHV 
(SETTING THE 6E4C<PN 
. PPER4TIPN4L IS > 
V 50 OAMH - y 



r WELL, ^ 
A 8E4C<PN 
COULV BE A 
REAL BAP 
V IPE4. 


THE 8UGS ARB 
THE IMMEPIATE 
THREAT--BUT THE 
v ENGINEER... > 


4RE V<PU SAVING THERE 
GPULP BE A USCM SHIP <PN 

its way 4 np we 

V COULV SIGNAL IT? 


" TH4T'S ^ 
WH4T I'M 
SAVING. IT'S 
WHAT I'M 
COUNTING 
V 2N. ' 


<PH, GCC*. 
CHRIS, WE 
GPULP (SET 
OUT OP 
THIS. V 





































































































































































WELL, 
AHAB PIP. 


r WH4T ^ 
PO YOU KNOW 
ABOUT THE/M, 
v CAPTAIN? . 


NOT 

/MUCH, AIR. 
MELVILLE. 


^ 4N0IENT, ^ 
HISHLy 4PV4N0EP. 
&OOV 0H4N0E THEy 
H4VE PRACTICED 
MA JOR BIOFORMIN& 
OPERATIONS DOWN J 
K THE 4<3>ES. ^ 



^ THEy H4VE 4 ^ 

M4TERI4L--4 SENETIC 
. ACCELERANT— . 


THE 

6L4CK 

&OO? 


JN 


X THAT'S ^ 
' THE STUFF. 

THE TEMPLE'S 4 
STOREHOUSE FOR 
, IT. 4 PEPOT, I . 
^ (3UE55. ^ 




THE XENOMORPH 
8U<SS M4y EVEN BE 4 
PROPUCT OF TH4T 
^ ENGINEERING. ^ 


HELL, 
OOULP 
BE TOO. . 



" IT'S 4LL SPECUL4TION. 1 
BUT THERE'S 48SOLUTELy 
NO POSSIBILITy OF 0ONT40T 
OR NEGOTI4TION WITH THE 
L ENGINEERS. THEy 4RE J 
^ HOSTILE ON SI&HT.^. 













































EITHER 

THEy HATB ALL 
LIFE FORMS, OR THBV 
HAVE 4 PARTICULAR 
PROBUBM WITH THEIR, 
CRBAVONS. 


THEy 

KILL US. THEy KILL 
8U<35. 8U<3S KILL US. 
WE FI<3HT 8/A£K AGAINST 
EVERYTHING. WHICH 
IS WHy HAVING AHAB 
IN <PUR CORNBR 
HELPS. 



r W HO ^ 

KNOWS, y 
MR. MELVILLE? 
M4y8E WE'RE 
ACCWBNTS. OR 
DISAPPOINT-. 
k ME NTS. A 


WHy...WHy 

r W<PULP SOMETH IN<3 SC 
EVIPENTLy ADVANCED 
ACT WITH SUCH HOSTILITy 
, 43/AINST ITS CWN y 
>s CRE/ATICNS? 



MAVBB WE'RE 
TOO SMART ANV ^ 
UNPREDICTABLE? 

MAVBB THE BUGS ARB “ IT'S /ALL /A^ 
vT^ RAPACIOUS?. THEORY-THAT 
^WE H/AVE /V<P W/Ay 

an ^ testing, s 





THE 

T BOTTOM LINE 15, 1 

IF THE ENGINEERS 
MAPS US--Off THE 8U<3>5 
--THEy A RE HO LINGER 
k PLBASSP WITH THEIR A 
H4NPIW0RK. 













































/— thb 
f bu gs UAve > 

MOLECULAR 
ACIP FOR BL OOP. 

VOOR FRIBNP 
i GOT SPIASMBPy 
V BAP. / 


r ive ^ 
BTABILIZBP HIM, 
BUT I PON 'T THINK 
ITS... GOING TO 
k B£ L0N<3. ^ 




^ IT'S ^ 
SOMETHING 
ISN'T 
. IT? 


youR ” 
CAPTAIN SA\P 
SOMETHING /ABOUT 
V "V/A&LES." > 













































































"WHdT POBS 
THAT WORD 
MEAN?" 




^ OH ^ 
&OPI WHAT 
THE - v 


WHAT- 


R-RLBASB! 
W-WHAT IS 
THIS? 


CAM 

YOU HEAR 
. /ME? . 


WH AT W AS 
THAT? 









































&BT AWAY 
FR0/V1 /Vie/ 


o 















































































KKT- 
KUK-K- 
h KTT 


WOO GOT 
THAT RIGHT, 
PAL ... > 


^ WB'P ^ 
BBTTBR 
GO G\WB THB 
OTHBR6 T HB 
< SA9 NEWS. , 



KM 






Blgj 



























YOU'LL ~ 

wavb to excuse 

MELVILLE. EX-MARINE, 
NOW A MAN OF THE 
CLOTH. V 


I AM HAVING ^ 
TROUBLE PROCESSING 
THE IPEA THAT MANKINP 15 
THE PROPUCT <PF ALIEN . 
^ BIOENGINEERING. ' 


^ THI5 ^ 
r 15 KINPA 
CONFLICTING 
WITH HI5 BELIEF 
\ SYSTEM. ^ 


^ THERE MAY > 
86 ANOTHER 
INTERPRETATION. YOU 
KNOW THE MYTH OF 
^ PROMETHEUS? V 


^ YOU 
MAY MOCK, 
„ ROTH. 


5TOLE N 
FIRE FROM 
THE GOPS. 
GOT 5HIT 
. FOR IT. ^ 


THANK5. 
I WILL. 


WHETHER WE ^ 
' ARE THE ENGINEER'S 
WORK OR NOT, MAY8E HE 
15 JUST PROTECTING US. 


'jJfJL i£iiiL2tfli 



THE AGCELER/ANT 
M4TERI4L 15 POTENT, 
CAPTAIN FGSTER. FIRE 
FRGM HE/4VEN. ^ 


> MAVBB THE 
' ENGINEER ANV HIS KINP 
4RE FRIGHTENEP OP WH/4T 
4 RACE LIKE US 

MIGHT IF WE GET y 
V GUR H/4NPS GN IT. 
























































































< SORRY > 
TO INTERRUPT. 
I (50TT4 KINP4 
^p<P/ 4 yOUR 
. WHOLE OAY. ■ 


THE 

ENGINEER 
TH4T BROUGHT 
YOU HERE? I'VE 
BEEN W4TCHIN<3 
V HI/M. V' 


w HE'S 40TIVE ~ 
4T THE TEMPLE 
SITE. PIOKINS UP 
v. SUPPLIES. < 


r WH4T'S 
THE PROBLEM, 
s 64LSO? ^ 


4NP HE'S ^ 
WOKEN UP 
ANOTHER OF 
. HIS PEOPLE. . 











































































TOOK 


A NUKE 
FINI5H T 


TO 


THB 


LAST 


one 


BUT 


JUST 


AIN 


THAT. 

yOUR 


WHy 


vote 


PAL 


NBBP 


PAL? 



r 8U5INB55 ^ 
LIKB THB PESKV 
HUMAN VERMIN 
HB'5 5BBN AROUNP 
v THB PLACB. > 


' I FI6URB THB " 
BN<3INBBR'5 COMB 
HBRB TO <3BT 50/V1B 
. JOB PONS. ^ 


r ANP ^ 
HB NBBP5 A 1 
FRIBNP AOTIVB 
TO TAKB OARB OF 
UNFINISHED 
L BUSINESS, y 



IF AN 

BN<3INBBR 
15 MOVING 
AGAINST 
K U5 "_> 


^ WB'LL ^ 
HAVB TO P05T 
OB5BRVBR5. 
ROUNP THB 
V CLOCK. A 


r 5HAMB. ~ 
I H<PNB5TLy 
FBLT A 6PAPK 
OF HOPE 
THBRB FOR A 

V 5B^NP. / 


KIN PA ^41 

' 5PIKB5 OUR PLAN ^ 
OF SITTING TIGHT 
FOR THB USCM 5H IP TO 
ARRIVB ANP OUR. 

V OORRy A55B5. 


wr 5 

■ m IW n 

¥f 

-froir V 



























































































W£ ~ 
GOT THAT 

vessel spacs- 

swe ON LV-747. 

THANKS TO 
l SINGER. A 


^ Vie ONLV 
LOST CONTROL OF ' 

it w HeN t ne eNGiNeez 
w oKe anp vie hap to 

ABANPON THe FLIGHT > 

pecK. 


~ t He 
eNGiNee&s 
ship. v 


RIGHT. ^ 
Vie JU5T 
BORROW 
IT ANP FLV 
, HOMS. j 


THAT'S 

PR^TTV MUCH 
VIHAT I'M 
SUGGeSTING. 


^ THe ONIV ^ 

PROBieM...IS TAKING 
POSSESSION OF THe 
SHIP IN T He FIRST 
^ piAce. 























































































CAPTAIN 

POSTB-P? 


I'M 

THINKING. 


Y weve &cn N 
7 ONE CHANCE 
<PF 5ALVATI<2N. 
0NE TINy WINPOW 
<PF OPPORTUNITY 
. TO (SET OFF j 
L THI5 ROCK. A 


THINK 

FASTER. 






























































































L I F 


and DEATH 



Fire from the Gods! 

#4—on sale September 14! 











